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it an impracticable thing " to search the Scrip-
tures" as our Saviour directs. And as they were
not given for the mere purpose of transmitting
historical fact, but for teaching and illustrating
the doctrines of grace for human salvation, we
see great wisdom in adapting a full brief to the
opportunities and advantages of the men of all ages.
The material for doubts is small indeed when
compared with that which defies the ingenuity of
objectors. After all that can be said, there is
nothing like certainty attained against any state-
ment of the Bible. Doubts can not demonstrate
falsehood, nor invalidate truth. Who does not
see how prudence dictates, that certainty ought to
be attained by the unbeliever before he ventures
upon eternal realities ? Is it wise for even sup-
posably immortal beings to stand doubting,
trifling, slumbering over the great matters of re-
ligion, when there is danger of disputing and
doubting and faltering until surprised by the
summons to meet their God ? What then, if it be
found that judgment, heaven, and hell be just as
the Bible represents them ? Will it be any con-
solation to the unhappy that they have doubted
until convinced by fiery arguments ? Will it be
any alleviation of their misery that they did not
intend to be lost? Will their mistakes obviate
their punishment ? Or will they not rather up-
braid themselves as fools and madmen for having
put a few doubts against an awful possibility, and
staked the interests of their souls upon the issue ?
Noah, being warned of God, built an ark to the
saving of his house. The wicked laughed him to